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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
FLOURISHING DURING ON-LINE LEARNING – POSITIVE EDUCATION
Emotional Intelligence
Through Positive Education we will all learn more about Emotional Intelligence and how we can
develop this skill. Those with high Emotional Intelligence are coping with our current situation as well
as anyone. Living with someone with high Emotional Intelligence will impact positively on the whole
group.
Emotional Intelligence refers to the capacity to recognize and manage our own emotions and the
emotions of others close to us. Emotional wellbeing includes accepting that negative emotions such
as sadness, anxiety and anger are an important part of everyday life. Even more so when we are in a
flux of great change and uncertainty.

ON-LINE LEARNING
We continue to learn so much about on-line learning. Below are some of my learnings this week






On-line learning suits some people more than others. Some students are flourishing in this
environment while others need their peers around them.
Accepting mistakes and remaining patient are very important life skills, even more important
when involved in new learning.
School without students is dull and no fun.
The old saying ‘When the going gets tough, the tough get going’ is very true. Families and
staff have been outstanding in their attitude to this unfortunate situation.

SPECIAL NEWS
Last Sunday evening we welcomed to the world Kobi, a brother for Kaylee (Grade 2). Sharna (Mum)
and baby doing well.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Asher Witchell who turns 8 next Wednesday
SCHOOL COUNCIL AGM & APRIL MEETING
In 2020 we welcome Zoe Calderwood and Ben Menzel to our School Council. They join Anna Impey
(President), Lucas Munday (Vice-President), Jake Coates, Shannon Curran, Martin Starick, Nicole
Chapple and Adam Thompson.
We farewell and thank Janie Jacobson for her great work on Council over the past four years.
Although Janie is not on Council I know she will still be an active helper in our school community.

POLICIES PASSED AT SCHOOL COUNCIL
At our most recent School Council Meeting the updated Incursion and Duty of Care policies were
passed. They can be found on our school website (www.bolwarraps.global2.vic.edu.au/) or we are
happy to provide you with a paper copy on request.

FLOURISHING AT BOLWARRA

ANZAC DAY 2020
As part of their on-line learning Prep/1M have been busy making Poppy’s in readiness for ANZAC
Day. The following were made by; Anna Warrener, Hunter Jennings, Max Bott, Matilda Smith and
Jordan Howson

Jemma McFarlane did this photo shoot
during the week as a tribute with her sister,
Abby. Pony clubs across Australia are
putting a light horse tribute video to be put
out on ANZAC Day from riders and horses
across the nation standing at their front
gates, 💕lest we forget 💕

ON-LINE LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS
Callum Richardson made this magnificent bird box as a part of the Grade 5/6T "Curious Moment:
What Can You Create?” challenge. As you can see, it has already started to attract some birds.
Fantastic, Callum

This week the prep/1 students were asked to take a selfie and create a disguise using the
drawing tools in the Seesaw App. Can you recognise
these students?

Chaplains’ Corner – The virus: different and difficult

Different and difficult. That’s my way of summing up these virus driven days. They are different.
The lock down has seen to that. On line school is as different as it gets. Our teachers and students
miss the fun and the fellowship of the classroom. And we have to keep our distance from each
other. The line at the Post Office was out the door and almost to Nelson the last time I was there.
And it’s difficult too. The kids miss their friends. Boredom arrives. It’s a tough workout for most
parents managing home school and keeping the peace. There’s no fun for mum or dad to lose their
job. Stress cranks up pretty swiftly. So, where to with these different and difficult days? Just how
should we think about these very trying times? Try these for size….


Different sums up life anyway – Let’s face it. Our first child upended our lives once and for all.
That little bundle completely rewrote our routines book. Predictable wasn’t a term we used any
more. And extra arrivals guaranteed life would stay different long term.



Different teaches us to think and act in new ways – It’s not smart to resist new situations just
because we don’t like them. Life dishes out all sorts of new problems, pretty constantly. We
either adapt or crash. Different days hammer home the need for resilience, for young and old.



So, difference can be a blessing then – We have to face new realities. We can’t wind the clock
back. We must figure out new ways of coping. Different requires us to think new thoughts, find
new solutions, adopt new routines, shoulder new responsibilities. Easy? Hardly.



Different turns us then into new people – It’s obvious. And it’s good. Why, you ask? The fact is,
if we can cope with a pandemic, we can cope with anything. We won’t ever belong to the
“stuck-in-a-rut” crowd. Is there a problem to be sorted? Fine, let’s tackle it now. No problem.



But we can’t dodge the difficult bit – And it is this. Difficult means there are no easy fixes. If
there’s a job gone missing; if the finance is short; if we can’t see a way out, difficult goes to
centre stage. Difficult bosses us around. It plays with our minds. It breeds anxiety.



We can’t tame difficult alone – Sure, we can try. But it’s a tiger out to consume us. Flying solo
as a family won’t cut it. Difficult means we need each other. For support, for listening, for
problem solving, for just being there. Difficult means we have to wheel in community.



Time is mostly up for difficult if we hold together – There are some super serious sides to all
this. Stress, anxiety and depression hunt together. A caring community is like a dam wall. It
holds back the overflow of our struggles. It stands against personal darkness and fragility.



Difficult can be overwhelming – Even having us question the purpose of being. Of giving up
because there is no way forward. This is why the mobile call, the text message, the note in the
letter box are so important. We all need to know we are loved, valued and appreciated.

So different and difficult are the new realities under your roof and mine. We are called to live, love
and cope in so many new ways. It is not about you and me either. It’s about us. Being there for
each other, staying tuned to each other’s troubles. We need each other more than ever.
John – stay in touch 0428 780 421, Andreena 0428 233 082

