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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
Monday May 25th

Pupil Free Day

Tuesday May 26th

Prep/1/2 students resume at school

Friday June 5th

Pupil Free day

Tuesday June 9th -

All students back at school

FLOURISHING DURING ON-LINE LEARNING – POSITIVE EDUCATION
Gratitude
Reflecting on what I am grateful for over the past 2 months the following come to mind quickly
Family – This crisis has seen my household double with the return temporarily of one of my
daughters (and her dog) and my son. It has been an unexpected bonus to spend quality time with my
adult children.
Staff – The Bolwarra staff have been extraordinary with their work ethic. The compassion they have
shown each other and extended to our students and families has been overwhelming.
Bolwarra Community – Our families have been very supportive of our school during this very difficult
time. Communication has been excellent and the patience shown admirable.

‘TAKE A BREATH’ FRIDAY
Tomorrow’s learning will be slightly different to allow everyone to ‘take a breath’. Every student will
have a quick Health and P.E. activity to complete with the younger students also having a story to
listen to. Apart from this each class will have a catch/up activity to complete. There won’t be the
academic activities that are normally posted.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Charlie Arnold who turns 11 tomorrow, Ed Curran turns 7 on Sunday,
Thomas Menzel turns 6 on Tuesday and Miss McDonald has a birthday next Thursday.

2021 Enrolments
Due to the current health crisis we are unable to conduct school tours for 2021 enrolments.
We are still available for contact via phone or e-mail in regard to 2021. Enrolment packs and forms
can be accessed from the school or via our school website.
Phone: 55292375

E-mail - gibbons.lee.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

All schools in the Portland and District area encourage students to go to their local school. Your local
school can be found at www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
If restrictions are eased in June school tours may return as an option.

FLOURISHING AT BOLWARRA

ON-LINE LEARNING
Prep/1M
The students listened to the story 'I Don't Want To Be a Frog'. Then watched a video of how to draw a
frog. Then had a go at drawing their own frog.

Paddy Starick

Anna Warrener

Matilda Smith

Moniga Bisogni

2/3C
Area and Perimeter with LEGO - Use your LEGO to make a shape. Find the area and perimeter.

Jackson Warrener

Dakota Oliver

Makayla Arnold

Lexi Araldi-Box

4/5/6
STEM: Playdough Challenges
Jaemie Heinrich
Alex Jacobson

Art Hub- An Ice Cream Tower (Folding Surprise)
Elliot Munday

Chad Daniel

Making Mini Paper Puppets

Zeke Roos

Callum Richardson

VISION
To provide a positive school environment that allows every individual
the opportunity to flourish.
VALUES







Positive & Respectful Relationships
Positive Emotions
Positive Health
Positive Engagement
Positive Accomplishment
Positive Purpose

Chaplains’ Corner – The power of hope
We’ve been waiting a while for the news. The restarting dates for school are out there now. Our
families, parents and kids, tell me they’re looking forward to heading back to something that looks a
bit like “normal” again. No wonder. The virus has required us all to be super resilient, accepting and
patient. Great qualities but hard to maintain for the long haul.
Having a date to look forward to is a great bonus. It’s not just that school will resume. It’s more than
that. It’s knowing that there will be a new chapter, a fresh start, a return to what we know and have
been used to. Familiar territory? Well, sort of. There may have to be adjustments to the old
routines. Our classrooms will be humming again. But it’s worth pulling up for a moment. What
does all this really mean? Consider….


A starting date brings hope – And we all need it. Life is hard enough to cope with when we
aren’t sure where we’re headed. A tough aspect of the lock down has been no light at the end
of the tunnel. Lots of questions with not many answers. But a start date changes this.



Hope is about looking forward – It’s true that we have to do well in the present. No question
about this. And there’s always a danger of living in the past or leaping too far forward into the
future. A starting date brings fresh possibilities, renewed connections, moving on with life.



Hope is about being practical – Before school cranks up again, we revisit the routines we are
used to. Like having two shoes, a lunch box, a reader bag, a windcheater, the school bus arrival
time. Every family knows the list. It’s just nice to get back in the swing of it all.



Hope is a tonic for our spirits – It’s very easy for us to feel down, alone, not coping all that well
while trying to keep the family afloat with the on line learning. Busy people who seem to have it
all together can wrestle with an inner turbulence of spirit. Hope provides a healing touch.



Hope teaches us that the present doesn’t have the last word – Sure, things can go seriously
wrong and they do. Life has the capacity to demolish our comfort zones and leave us without
any sense of safety or direction. Hope intervenes and confirms that there is a future.



Hope is contagious – As we apply our minds to all that is yet to be, there is a good chance that
we will bump into joy, the real kind. This alters our perceptions, helps us to breathe more easily
and is instantly transferable. As we are touched by hope, we can pass it along.



Hope is sometimes hard to come by though – We can look at our own situation, what’s
happening at our place, what’s going on inside us and decide that whatever the future holds, we
are going to be stuck with all the old dramas and setbacks. Hope is strangled.



Hope invites us to reset our directions – This is the hard bit actually. It’s not easy to think that
the hassles of today might actually bring us some blessings. Like teaching us to be patient, to
build up our capacity for endurance, to paint a picture of all the good things we’ve longed for.

Hope asks us to make some decisions then. To be wise about what is and accept it without
argument. But, equally, to be open to all the good things which grow and blossom in the seed bed
of disappointments, misunderstandings and setbacks. There’s a lot to look forward to, isn’t there?
John – stay in touch 0428 780 421, Andreena 0428 233 082

